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APRIL 1964 THE CLASSMATE Page Three 
A \Jisit With mrs. me <Donald 
Take all the meanings of the word gra· 
cious, in its fullest sense-add .an ever·pres· 
ent smile and a feeling of genuine sincerity 
-and you will have an apt description of 
Mrs. David McDonald-"Tommie McDon· 
aid," as she introduces herself, with a warm 
smile. 
During their recent visit here, we were 
privileged to interview Admiral McDonald's 
vivacious wife. The fact that, despite an 
incredibly full schedule, she could find time 
to chat with us in her friendly and relaxed 
way is indication in itself of her thoughtful-
ness and consideration. 
With a delightful enthusiasm, she talked 
with us about m:my topics-from her excite-
ment at getting to play golf at Pebble Beach 
to her eager anticipation of seeing her two 
grandsons that weekend. Following the visit 
here, she and Admiral McDonald planned to 
take advantage of a rare opportunity to visit 
with their son, Thomas H. McDonald and 
his wife in Covina, and to play with Tommy, 
71h, and Timmy, 21h. The McDonalds also 
have a daughter, Mrs. Richard L. Spears, 
who also lives in Covina. 
A native 0£ Rochester, N. Y., the former 
Catherine Thompson met her husband in 
Newark, N. j., through a friendship with 
Admiral McDonald's Naval Academy room· 
mate. "He had to come all the way north 
from Georgia," she said with a laugh. They 
were married in 1930, following, she told us, 
"a frantic week in my mother's kitchen try-
ing to learn to cook!" From their first home 
in Pensacola, Fla., she has traveled in every 
country in the world except Ireland and the 
Iron Curtain countries and has moved to 
homes from Paris to the Pacific. "We haven't 
a kick in the world about our life with the 
Navy-it's been fabulous." 
But some duty stations, and some cxperi· 
cnces, arc hound to stand out in her mcm· 
orics. And one such time w:is Admiral 
McDonald's tour as Commander, SIXTH 
Fleet. 
"It was like a dream at times," she re-
called. "We had a lovely little aparmcnt on 
the Cott: D'Azur near Nice--and the /1eo/1le 
we met!" She told of her excitement at 
having a private luncheon with King P:ml 
and Queen Frederika of Greece and the 
royal family. "I had to keep pinching my· 
sci£," she laughed. "Imagine me having 
lun<.h across from an impressive person like 
King Paul." They also became fast friends 
with Prince Ranier and Princess Grace and 
spent many happy hours with them on the 
gol£ course and in informal evenings to-
gether. She was equally impressed and hum-
ble about the warmth and friendship of all 
the people they mc:t in Europe. Their three-
year tour in Paris, when Admiral McDonald 
was Commander-Jn-Chic:£, U.S. Naval Forces, 
Europe, was a real delight, she said. 
.... *' ,• .... 
... 
Mrs. McDonald re/aa1 lar a moment rlurin9 lier recent visit here. 
What has been her single most memorable 
experience? 
Without hesitation she replied, "I have 
never bc:en so moved or so vividly impressed 
as I was just recently-on February 1 when, 
as sponsor, I christened that magnificent air-
craft carrier, the USS America. I have never 
felt such excitement and pride-and I have 
never felt so small." 
With her vast experiences as a Navy wife, 
we asked for hints and advice on several 
points 0£ interest to most Navy wives. 
How docs she like best to entertain? 
"As informally as possible," was the reply. 
She and Admiral McDonald, although they 
entertain formally a great deal, enjoy best 
having small groups for informal dinners. 
They try never to have more th;m eighteen 
guests for these dinners and always make a 
point of knowing, in advance, the interests 
and preferences of their guests. This insures 
their guests being at case and provides the 
framework for their successful parties. 
Mrs. McDonald told us 0£ one party at 
which she cleverly put to use a unique col· 
lection of hers-napkins which she had 
bought at many of the restaurants ;md inns 
in Europe where they dined, each with an 
identification of the place. When back in 
Washington and preparing for a dinner for 
old friends from their tour with the SIXTH 
Fleet, she used her collection for dinner, 
setting each person's plate with a napkin 
from a place holding personal memories for 
that guest. 
Her thoughtfulness is also evident in what 
Mrs. McDonald describes as her one "hobby" 
-making a point or remembering birthdays 
and special occasions and sending greetings 
to all with whom she comes in contact. 
She finds great enjoyment and relaxation 
in her favorite interest-golf-and she was 
especially eager to try her competent talent 
here on the Peninsula. (Picture on page 20.) 
She and the Admiral play golf together each 
Sunday :ind both try to play at least once 
during the week. 
What docs she consider to be the traits 
most essential in being a successful Navy 
wife? 
"The ability to move quickly, adjust 
quickly-all the while maintaining a smile. 
It's just as hard on the men to make these 
moves, and the least we can do is smile." 
The ability to meet people and make friends 
easily is equally important, she added. 
As to any :idvicc she might have for new 
Navy wives, she replied that Navy wives 
should learn to be good managers. "We in 
the Navy o£tcn refer to ourselves as living in 
a state of 'genteel pO\·erty,'" she laughed, 
"and we arc often called upon to live better 
than our money really allows. An awareness 
of this is important and an effort must be 
made to use our means to the best advan· 
tagc." 
Our interview completed, we left with a 
feeling 0£ certainty that we had met not only 
a very happy and successful Navy wife, but 
a truly gracious woman whose warmth and 
sincerity radiate to all who meet her. 
